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and the current schooling consisted largely of instruction
in artificial deportment. The study of classics composed
the entire intellectual curriculum, and the methods were
purely grammatical.
Before coming under the spell of the Emile, Basedow
had experimented with methods  of  teaching  through
conversation and play connected with surrounding objects
and in his later work he combined the naturalistic ideas of
Rousseau with features from the Orbis Pictus of Comenius
(see p. 175) and with some additions of his own.   After
obtaining a generous subsidy to develop a system of non-
sectarian education, which should be practical in content
and playlike in method, he produced his promised text-
book, Elementarwerk, and the companion work for parents
and teachers, known as Methoderibuch.   His Elementar-
werk was accompanied by a volume containing ninety-six
plates, which illustrated its subject-matter, but were too
large to be bound up with it.    Through this text he fur-
nished a knowledge of things and words in the form of a
dialogue.    In his Methoderibuch he made some advance
upon Rousseau's account of the nature of children by
finding that they are especially interested in motion and
noise, and he would have shocked Rousseau by being
so subservient to tradition as to suggest utilizing these
interests in the teaching of Latin.
Later on Basedowr and his followers also wrote a series
of popular story books especially adapted to the nature
and interests of children and filled with didactics, moraliz-
ing, and scraps of scientific information. These books
seem to have been suggested by Rousseau's recommenda-
tion of Robinson Crusoe as a textbook and became the
model for The Swiss Family Robinson and other populai
books for children.